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KINSHIP CARE 
 
Kinship care foster homes are provided by relatives or non-related persons who 
have a close emotional relationship with children who have been placed in out-of-
home care.  Kinship is defined as: Persons related by blood, marriage or 
adoption including parent, grandparent, brother, sister, half brother, half sister, 
stepparent, stepbrother, stepsister, uncle, aunt, or first cousin.  It also includes 
those non-related persons not living in the same household but whose lives are 
intermingled with the child and appears as one of a blood relative.   
 
Kinship care is the least restrictive family-like setting for children requiring out-of-
home placement.  Kinship care provides children the opportunity for continuing 
prior relationships with family (or extended family) and further contact with 
persons, or groups with who there was prior involvement.  Kinship care 
reinforces the social status that comes from belonging to a family of one's own 
and the sense of identity and self-esteem that is inherent in knowing one’s family 
history and culture. Kinship care is the placement of preference and should, if at 
all possible, be pursued prior to any other out-of-home placement arrangement.  
  
In recent years, the number of children placed with relatives by public child 
welfare systems (formal kin) and those being cared for by relatives without child 
welfare involvement (family arranged kin) care has soared.  As of March 31, 
2005, Missouri had 1667 formal kinship homes and have 2842 children in this 
type of placement.  Missouri has laws and programs aimed at helping relatives 
do the best job they can so the children remain connected to their families.  CD 
supports kinship placements by providing access to as many services as 
possible.  The following is the array of CD programs and support services 
afforded to kinship care providers: 
 

• Monthly Maintenance–Financial support for kinship providers who are 
caring for related children who are in the custody of CD. 

• Grandparents as Foster Parents Program-This program offers financial 
support to grandparents and in some cases other relatives who are caring 
for related children in their custody or guardianship this program is 
administered through Family Support Division. 

• Subsidized Guardianship/Adoption Program-This program provides 
subsidy to grandparents, aunts, and uncles, brothers and sisters who have 
legal guardianship or have adopted a related child.   

• Case Management-This service is designed to identify and coordinate the 
services needed by relative caregivers and children. 

• Information & Referral-These services provide information and resources 
for relative-caregivers’ families and collaborate with other local agencies to 
provide a comprehensive system of support. 

• Advocacy-Staff work with public and private agencies in the community to 
make them more aware of the special needs of relatives and children in 
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kinship cares and to push for changes that strengthens these family 
services. 

• Temporary Assistance-This service provides an Income Maintenance 
Program that will offer financial support and medical assistance for certain 
related children who qualify this program is offered through Family 
Support Division. 

• Parent Education-This service makes classes available to enhance 
parenting skills and address difficult parenting issues.   

• Support Groups-This service provides relatives the opportunity to share 
the     day-to-day joys and frustrations of their care giving responsibilities, 
exchange practical information about community resources, and gain skills 
and confidence in the difficult work of raising children.  CD offers 
assistance for the kinship provider to join or start a support group. 

• Other Support Services- This may include:  Childcare, employment help, 
housing assistance, counseling, respite care, and other services that are 
unique to individual family needs. 

 
 


